Abstract Th e genus Nekemias (Vitaceae) was fi rst recognized by Rafi nesque in 1838. It has been treated as a synonym of Ampelopsis Michx. Recent phylogenetic studies suggest that Ampelopsis as traditionally delimited is paraphyletic. To maintain the monophyly of each of the genera of Vitaceae, we herein segregate the Ampelopsis sect. Leeaceifoliae lineage from Ampelopsis and recognize these taxa in Nekemias Raf., which has a disjunct distribution in eastern to southeastern Asia and eastern North America. Nomenclatural changes are made for nine species and one variety: Nekemias arborea
Introduction
Ampelopsis Michx. (Vitaceae) is one of the 15 recognized genera in Vitaceae with about 25 species (Suessenguth 1953; Chen et al. 2007; Wen 2007; Wen et al. 2013a) . Th e genus was shown to be paraphyletic by recent phylogenetic analyses based on plastid (Soejima and Wen 2006; Ren et al. 2011; Nie et al. 2012 ) and nuclear GAI1 ) analyses. Th e plastid data (Soejima and Wen 2006; Ren et al. 2011; Nie et al. 2012) supported that the African Rhoicissus and the South American Cissus striata complex formed a clade with the simple or palmately leaved Ampelopsis (sect. Ampelopsis), while the nuclear data ) suggested that they were more closely related to the pinnately leaved Ampelopsis (sect. Leeaceifoliae, as designated by Galet 1967 in the unpublished thesis). All analyses so far have supported the monophyly of each of the two sections based on leaf morphology (Galet 1967) . Apart from the diff erences in leaf morphology, the two sections also diff er in their axillary buds, with taxa in sect. Ampelopsis having serial accessory buds, and those in sect. Leeaceifoliae having complex axillary buds as in Vitis vinifera (Bernard 1972 (Bernard -1973 Gerrath and Posluszny 1989; Soejima and Wen 2006; Wen et al. 2007) .
Within Vitaceae, fi ve or six main clades are well supported based on analysis of molecular sequence data with the Ampelopsis-Rhoicissus-Cissus striata clade as one of these major clades of Vitaceae (Soejima and Wen 2006; Wen et al. 2007 Wen et al. , 2013b Ren et al. 2011; Liu et al. 2013) . Ingrouille et al. (2002) , however, resolved Ampelopsis as the basalmost branch of Vitaceae albeit with no support, and further argued that the presence of pinnate leaves, the thick corolla, and the fl oral and vegetative development in Ampelopsis were the least-derived characters within Vitaceae as compared with those in the outgroup taxa from Leeaceae. To maintain the monophyly of each of the genera of Vitaceae, we herein segregate the Ampelopsis sect. Leeaceifoliae lineage from Ampelopsis. Rafi nesque (1838) established the genus Nekemias with Ampelopsis bipinnata Michx. [= A. arborea (L.) Koehne] possessing pinnately compound leaves as the type species. Nekemias has been rarely mentioned in subsequent taxonomic work on Vitaceae or treated as a synonym of Ampelopsis (Merrill 1949; Suessenguth 1953; Wen 2007) , but it represents the earliest name at the generic rank for the pinnately-compound leaved Ampelopsis clade. Nine species with eight occurring in warm temperate to tropical areas of eastern and southeastern Asia (Suessenguth 1940; Galet 1967; Chen et al. 2007) , and one species distributed in eastern North America extending to the Caribbean (Brizicky 1965) . Th is intercontinental disjunct distribution between eastern Asia and eastern North America represent a classical biogeographic pattern of the Northern Hemisphere (Wen 1999; Wen et al. 2010 ).
Below we provide a taxonomic synopsis for the genus. Distribution. China (Jiangxi). 
